EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN SIKKIM
(Pre-Primary Education)

Pre-primary education is an integral part of school education system in Sikkim. It was in
existence before the merger of Sikkim in Indian Union.
Now-a-days in Sikkim, the Pre-Primary Education is being provided by both the government
and private agencies like Human Resource Development Department, Social Justice,
Empowerment and Welfare Department and private schools. Impart
Pre-Primary Education managed by the Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare
Department
The Women and Child Division of Social Justice, Empowerment and Welfare Department,
Government of Sikkim provides Early Childhood Education through ICDS centres. These
centres provide booth care and education to pre-school children. However, the education
imparted by these centres was not considered as formal education i.e. qualifying for the
admission in class I (first grade) in the Government Schools before the RTE Act 2009 came
into force.
Pre-Primary Education managed by Private Schools
Another agency which caters the pre-primary education is the private schools. They have play
group, Nursery, LKG and UKG at pre-primary level.

Pre-Primary Education managed by the Human Resource Development Department
The Human Resource Development Department is the largest agency catering pre-primary
education in the State. The pre-primary education is being provided in the formal school and
is direct control of the Human Resource Development Department, Govt. of Sikkim which is
a unique feature in the school education
system in Sikkim. All the government
schools are provided with pre-primary
teachers who were called school
mothers prior to 2013. The requisite
qualification of pre-primary teacher is
Class IX passed. There was the system
of enrolling children when they attain 5
years of age and they enter into class I at
the age of 6 years after passing one year
Pre-primary Class. However, after the
enactment of RTE Act 2009 in the State
in 2010 the State started giving
admission to the children in age specific
classes.
In 2010, the government posted pre-primary teachers the then School mothers as Panchayat
Education Assistants and later on in 2013, 629 pre-primary teachers repatriated as preprimary teachers posted in schools vide Office Memorandum 395/Dir/HRDD(SE) dated
30/03/2013.
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In 2015, the State government decided to introduce two years of Kindergarten system i.e.
LKG and UKG in all government schools vide Notification No. 74/DIR/HRDD/PE dated
24/12/2015.
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The age of admission in LKG is 4 years and UKG is 5years. As decided, the State indentified
31 schools to initiate the project as pilot for 2016. In 2017, 200 more schools will start
LKG/UKG and 100% schools in 2018.
Strengthening of 2 years Kindergarten by way of –
 Supply of uniform different from other classes of government schools
 Supply of TLMs (Picture reading books, games material, flash cards, zigzag puzzle
and other teaching aids to develop early reading and arithmetical skills, play corners,
reading corners, etc.
 The curriculum of kindergarten has been framed by the State as per NCERT
guidelines
 The kindergarten will use worksheets
 Two series called “Get Set Go” which has been developed for development of early
language skills and early arithmetical skills, writing letters and numbers, fine motor
skills, etc.
 Games and activities have been developed to develop socio-emotional skills
 Pre-primary teachers of pilot schools have been trained on pedagogical approaches
to be adopted in the kindergarten
After its one year of implementation one great accomplishment has been that the many
parents have withdrawn their children from private school and sought admission in
government schools. This suggests that we are way forward in achieving our end goal that is
“Quality in Education”.

BEST PRACTICES
As per the government decision only 31 schools were selected to initiate LKG and UKG on
pilot basis and were provided support accordingly. However, many schools of the State other
than pilot schools have started the activities to make pre-primary class print-rich by
mobilizing resources from the community. They also procured furniture, mattresses, toys,
letter and number blocks etc. for these little kids. Many of the schools are far better than pilot
schools.
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