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LEARNING LESSONS

Public interest in model govt school

= The Rohini school has
dedicated rooms for yoga

and music.
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NEWDELHI; With 1,200 students
onitsroll, Government Co-ed
Sarvodaya Vidvalaya,a
school run by the Delhi gov-
ernmentin Rohini, can give
tough competition to many
private schoolsin thecity
with its swanky building and
advanced laboratories.
HarshRawat,aClass11
student, whorecently moved
tothisvirtually free-of-
charge schoolfroma private
one, sayshe can barely feel

the difference.

Rawatis among the 900 stu-
dentswho havemoved from
private schoolsto the Sector
21 school in Rohini, which
opened on April 1. It boasts
of B9classrooms, including
voga and music rooms.

Vice-principal Sukhbir
Singh Yadav said he has sent
arequisitionto the govern-
ment for CCTV cameras, pub-
lic address system, badmin-
tonand basketball courtsin
achool. FULL REPORT . P4
TREES CAN GET YOU MARKS
INMCDSCHOOLS nP3




900 kids choose govt
school over pvt ones

RIGHT FOCUS School attracts students with no fees, swanky building and modern facilities

NEWDELHE Dressad ina bloe shirt,
navy blue pantsanda matching
tie, Class 11 student Harsh Rawat
feels no different studying at s
governmentschool than what he
used to at a nearby private
school inouter Delhi’s Rohini.

Three-months ago, 16-year-
old Harsh Rawat moved to the
newly constructed government
Sarvodaya co-ed Senior Second-
ary School in Rohint Sector 21
from a private school where he
paid a fee of 2,500 per month.
Rawatnow doesn'tneed to pay a
school fee and thinks the new
school Is better.

“Why should I go toa private
school and pay high fees when [
am getting good facilities and
quality education in s govern-
mentscheol,” Rawatsald.

Rawat is among the 900 stu-
dents, who have moved from pei-
vate schools to the Sector 21 gov-
ernment Co-ed Sarvedaya Vidy-
alaya. The school has 1,200
students.

Theschool, which was opened
on April 1, boasts of a swanky
building with @ reoms, includ-
Ing yoga room, music room,
mathematics laboratory, and
sclence laboratory.

Vice-principal Sukhbir Singh
Yadav said the school building
givesthe “look and feel™ of a pri-
vate school, which attracts par-
ents and students.

“Thefirst thing a parent looks
Inaschoolis thebullding, class-
room, playground and uniform.
We haveespecially designed the
school uniform so that students
can take pride when they walk
intothe school,” he sald.

Most students and parents
said they opted out of private
schoolsdue to high feesand lack
of facilities.

“The private school my
daughter went tocharged 11,500
per month. It was really high but
Ihad to pay it toeducate her. But
now government schools in the
city are becoming better and
this scheaol is as good as any pri-
vate school.,” said Suresh
Kumar, whose daughter Neha

= Sarvodaya co~ed Senlor Secondary School in Rohini Sector 21, which opened on April 1, boasts of

a swanky bullding with 69 rooms.

Cost comparison of education

Studying in a private school is far costlier than government school education
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studies inClass 11. morefacilities. Hehasrequested  eted private schools but most of
The vice-principal said 89%  thegovernment for CCTV cam-  the other private schools are
students in Class 11 are those  eras publicaddresssystem bad-  average or below average. Any-
who left private schools where minton and basketball court, onewith little money preferred

they were paying fee of
11,000-13,000 per month. “Other
classes have a similar influx of
students except for Class 6 in
which we havea good number of
students from our feeder municl-
palschools,” hesaid.

Quality of education, Yadav
sakd, wasequally importantand
recent good results of govern-
ment schools have made people
realise the government schools
aregiving a geod education.

Delhi government schools had
a pass percentage of 88.27% this
year in Class 12 board exams
compared to private schools’
79.27%.

Yadav said the school will get

more fumiture and computers.
“Itshould come Inafew months.
We have just started and I will
only rest when my school will get
every facility,” hesald.

Yadav's school was among the
four new schools opened in
Rohini this year, including
one Rajkiya Pratibla Vikas Vid-
yalaya.

Atishi Marlena, adviser to
education minister Manish Siso-
dia, said the government has
been able to change the dis-
course that private schools are
better than government schools
by taking initiatives to improve
theaducation system.

“Delhi has about 100-odd cov-

tosend their childdren toa private
school simply because they
didn’t see government schools
doing good. Thisis changing for
the better,” she said.

This year the government
gaveeducation 24% of the outlay
inthe annual budget with alloca-
thon toRs 11,300 crove
from last year's 10,680 crove.

“But now our existing schools
are improving their infrastruc-
ture and the new schools are
being built with good facilities.
We have focused on teachers”
training, taken initiatives for
special attention onstudentsand
all afthisis belng noticed by par-
ents " shesaid.



