
Sach	Honge	Sapne	
	
Aspiration	plays	an	important	role	in	the	life	choices	of	people,	how	they	feel	and	think	about	
themselves.	Lower	aspirations	are	often	ascribed	as	one	of	the	reasons	for	lower	achievement	
of	 any	 individual	 including	 rural	 youth.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 people’s	 aspirations	 can	 be	
influenced	and	inspired	by	elders,	parents,	teachers,	role	models	etc.		
	
Sach	Honge	Sapne	is	one	such	initiative	by	the	district	administration	of	Jashpur	to	inspire	and	
motivate	school	girls	of	Jashpur	district	to	dream	big	by	giving	them	an	immersive,	first-hand	
experience	of	what	it’s	like	is	to	live	their	dream.	
	
It	was	during	her	extensive	 interactions	with	 students	 from	government	 schools	while	on	
regular	school	visits	and	in	motivation	sessions	that	Dr	Priyanka	Shukla,	the	present	district	
collector	of	Jashpur	district	(Chhattisgarh),	noticed	that	quite	a	few	school	students	in	Jashpur	
aspired	to	join	the	coveted	Indian	Administrative	Service	when	they	grow	up.	However,	very	
few,	if	any,	had	an	idea	as	to	what	becoming	or	being	an	IAS	entailed.	It	was	then	that	the	
Sach	Honge	Sapne	initiative	was	conceptualized	with	a	view	to	motivate	bright	young	girls	to	
pursue	their	dream	of	becoming	an	IAS	officer.	
	
Under	the	initiative,	every	third	and	fourth	Monday	of	a	month,	a	meritorious	girl	student	
who	has	expressed	interest	in	joining	the	IAS	in	the	past,	gets	to	spend	an	entire	day	with	the	
District	Collector.	Seated	right	next	to	the	District	Collector,	she	is	privy	to	all	the	meetings,	
decision-making,	 file	 movement,	 interactions	 and	 discussions	 with	 various	 departmental	
heads,	 common	 people,	 public	 representatives	 etc.	 The	 girls	 also	 receive	 personalized	
guidance,	career	counselling	and	motivation	from	the	District	Collector.	
	
Sach	Honge	Sapne	is	in	step	with	the	broader	Beti	Zindabad	campaign	that	was	initiated	by	
the	 district	 administration	 in	 October	 last	 year.	 This	 campaign	 aims	 to	 ensure	 all	 round	
development	of	every	girl	 child	 in	 the	district	and	has	 six	 components	 towards	 this	end	–	
nutrition,	education,	literacy,	health,	sanitation,	child	protection	and	skill	development.		
	
Renuka	Rathia,	a	student	of	Manora	Higher	Secondary	School,	was	the	first	such	student	to	
take	part	 in	 the	Sach	Honge	Sapne	program.	Apart	 from	her,	six	other	girls	 from	different	
government	schools	 in	the	district	–	Priyanka	from	Bagicha,	Avani	Gupta	from	Farsabahar,	
Rita	Gupta	from	Kunkuri,	Nisha	Barik	and	Rinky	from	Pathalgaon,	Irfana	from	Jashpur		-	had	
the	opportunity	to	take	part	in	the	program.	The	program	began	on	17th	October,	2016	and	
continued	 into	 January,	 2017.	 The	 program	 was	 then	 given	 a	 break	 so	 as	 not	 to	 affect	
preparation	for	board	exams.	The	program	has	resumed	again	in	July	2017	after	the	schools	
have	re-opened.	
	
Looking	 at	 the	 extremely	 enthusiastic	 response	 to	 the	 first	 phase	 of	 Sach	 Honge	 Sapne	
program,	for	the	second	phase	which	began	on	July	17th	2017,	arrangements	have	been	made	
for	meritorious	school	boys	 in	 the	district	who	aspire	 to	 join	 the	 ranks	of	civil	 servants	 to	
spend	a	day	with	Zila	Panchayat	CEO	(an	IAS	officer),	Sub-Divisional	Magistrate	–	Bagicha	(an	
IAS	officer)	and	Superintendent	of	Police	of	the	District.	
	



Avani	Gupta	 is	a	student	of	Government	Higher	Secondary	School,	Jabla	and	is	 in	her	11th	
standard.	She	scored	91%	in	her	10th	boards.	She	had	a	chance	to	spend		
	
She	writes	in	her	diary	-	“There	are	so	many	departments	and	subjects	that	a	Collector	has	to	
oversee	–	agriculture,	revenue,	education,	health,	law	and	order	etc.	She	is	responsible	for	the	
welfare	of	the	entire	district.	I	went	around	different	offices	situated	within	Collectorate	itself.	
She	has	to	plan,	implement	and	monitor	things	in	keeping	with	timelines.	I	was	present	in	the	
agriculture	review	meeting	and	later	went	to	soil	testing	lab	along	with	Collector	Madam.		
	
I	was	given	tips	in	time	management	and	having	a	positive	attitude	towards	everything	in	life.	
I	want	to	do	some	of	the	things	she	is	doing	right	now	when	I	grow	up.	I	want	to	attempt	civil	
services	exam	after	my	graduation	and	become	a	District	Collector	one	day”	
	

	
	
Nisha	Barik	from	Pathalgaon	was	the	first	to	spend	a	day	with	the	District	Collector	this	year	
under	Sach	Honge	Sapne.	Nisha	is	a	student	of	Girls	Higher	Secondary	School	in	Pathalgaon.	
She	comes	from	a	humble	background.	Her	father,	a	marginal	farmer,	assured	her	of	all	the	
support	she	will	need	to	pursue	her	further	studies.	When	the	Sach	Honge	Sapne	program	
was	first	announced	in	October	2016,	Nisha	was	one	of	the	girls	short-listed	to	take	part	in	it.		
	
Nisha	narrates	her	experience	of	spending	a	day	with	the	District	Collector	as	follows	
	
“It	was	for	the	first	time	that	I	came	to	know	so	many	departments	exist	in	the	government	
and	that	they	all	report	to	the	District	Collector	who	is	the	prime	mover	of	things	in	the	district.	
I	was	shown	around	different	departments	such	as	Election	Department,	Land	Records	Room,	
the	 office	 of	 Additional	 District	 Magistrate	 etc.	 I	 was	 surprised	 to	 see	 that	 there	 exists	
something	called	a	Videoconferencing	room	and	it	is	through	this	mechanism	that	the	District	
Collector	interacts	with	officials	sitting	in	Raipur	and	in	other	blocks	in	Jashpur	itself.	
	
I	was	given	an	overview	of	the	civil	services	exam	and	was	told	that	now	is	the	ideal	time	to	
start	 my	 preparation.	 It’s	 an	 exam	 that	 requires	 at	 least	 two	 to	 three	 years	 of	 rigorous	
preparation.	I’ll	be	free	soon	once	I’m	done	with	my	board	exams	and	if	I	start	my	preparation	

Press	coverage	of	Avni’s	day	out	with	the	District	Collector	



in	the	right	earnest	now	and	sustain	it,	I	should	be	in	a	position	to	crack	the	exam	by	the	time	
I	finish	my	under-graduation.	I	was	suggested	to	make	reading	newspaper	a	habit	and	was	
asked	to	have	an	open	mind	when	it	comes	to	learning	and	knowing	new	things.	
	
Those	precious	few	hours	spent	with	the	Collector	Madam	were	very	re-assuring	and	have	
given	me	a	new	confidence	and	clarity	with	which	to	approach	my	future	plans”	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Nisha	Barik	from	Pathalgaon	with	the	District	Collector	on	16th	January,	2017	



Press	coverage	about	Irfana,	a	higher	secondary	student	from	Jashpur,	spending	a	day	with	the	
District	Collector	in	Haribhoomi	on	18th	July	2017	

Press	coverage	about	Rinky,	a	participant	of	Sach	Honge	Sapne	from	Pathalgaon,	in	Patrika	on	
25th	July,	2017	


