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Tribal schools, hostels

to get major infra boost

Freny.Fernandes
@timesgroup.com

Thane: Winds of change are
sweeping through classrooms
in state-run tribal schools and
hostels, and in the corridors of
the tribal development depart-
ment as high-end made-to-or-
der furniture units are being
sourced for students through a
transparent e-bidding process.
More than 32,000 benches,
tables, chairs, bunk-beds and
cupboards will be delivered to
119 ashram schools and 88 tri-
bal hostels in Mumbai, Thane,
Palghar, Pune, Solapur and
elght other districts under the
Jurisdiction of the additional
tribal commissioner, Thane, at
the beginning of the new aca-
demic year in June-July 2019.
“The school Infrastructure
will be transformed. Our de-
partment has pledged that no
tribal child will sit, sleep or di-
neon thefloor, and they will get
facilities available in any scho-
ol iIn metros. It s one of the big-
gest procurements exceeding

spresent o

In fact, tribal development mi-
nister Vishnu Savra insisted
on the procedure to eliminate
rogue suppliers and ensure tri-
bal children get quality infrast-
ructure,” a senior official said.

Classrooms and hostels
run by TDD have been marked
with leaking roofS, iInadequate
and 1ll-maintained toflets and
students would study and sleep
on the floor “It will all be a
thing of the past. In schools
and hostels under my jurisdic-
tion, more than 70,000 tribal
students will directly benefit
from furniture units. In fact,
the purchase orders were pla-
cedafter anextensive survey of
ashram schools and hostels
and measurement of classro-
oms and thelr requirements

under Kayapalat Abhiyan
launched by chief minister De-
vendra Fadnavis recently,” sa-
id additional tribal commissio-
ner (Thane) Sanjay Meena.

TDD officials said the mis-
sion to revamp classroom in-
frastructure would help impro-
ve education and learning le-
vels of students here. They sa-
id digialization of the
tendering process had made
the project transparent, and
guaranteed that the facllities
will reach students in time for
the new academic year.

“If our students are provi-
ded a holistic environment,
with all basic amenities, it 1S
bound togive thelrmoraleabo-
ost,” the IAS officer from Tha-
nesaid.



