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Class Act: Poor children show they can

TOI Catches Up With First Batch Of Students Admitted Under 25% EWS Quota In Pvt & Aided Schools To Find Them Doing Well
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New Delhi: Like all parents
with 1imited schooling, Rajiv
Kumar Kushwaha wanted
his children to have a good
education. Around two deca-
des ago, Kushwaha moved
from Palwal in Haryana to
Delht to begin life as a cab
driver. His desire to send his
children to good schools
was uppermost in his mind,
but with his income, he co-
uld, of course, hardly dream
of admitting them to the
capital’s private schools. To-
day, however, the d0-year-
old’s eldest son studies in
AhlconInternational in May-
ur Vihar, an institution much
soughtafter by parents.
Kushwaha did not sud-
denly come into fortune to
preclude an affordable go-
vernment school education
for this son, Daksh.
good fortune was the enact-
mentof theRightof Children
to Freeand Compulsory Edu-
cation Act In 2009. The legls-
lation provided for 25% of
the seats In private and
alded schools to be reserved

€7 - g

AMAN KUMAR YADAV

iving in a 10x11 room with his parents and

younger sisters isn't easy for Aman Kumar
Yadav. But the Class VIl student of Mount Abu

Rohini, doesn't let such things bother

him. He is happy that despite being the son of
an X-ray machine technician, he is getting a
good education that allows him to dream of
becoming a doctor. For Surendra Yadav, who
came to Delhi from a village in Bihar around
16 years ago, the RTE Act was a blessing
because it facilitated his son's admission to a
private school

Aman's favourite subjects are history and
science. But the youngsters, having almost
grown up in the West Rohini dinic in which his
fath

for chil
disadvantaged families,
while ensuring free textbo-
oksand school uniform.

Like Kushwaha junior,

er wol than his
father and actually become adoctor; a thought
that his father is in sync with. He spends hours
in the cramped room or at the dinic with his

books. “lalso take help of my father's employer

many
on thelr golden opportunity
to script success storfes, Stu-
dying now In classes from
VItoIX, the first batch admit-
ted under the Act, which ca-
me into effect from April
1,2010, these children from fa-
milles struggling to make
the ends meet are, according
tothelr school principals, do-
ing commendably

Daksh, in Class IX now, con-
verses In English and brings
home results that make

Ihave,” Aman says.
Yadav is happy that his son is taking full
advantage of the opportunity that RTE gave
him. “His school teachers often praise him for
being good in his studies and quickly picking
up whatever is taught in class,” beams Yadav.

RAIMA GAUTAM

t home in Tigri Extension in south

Delhi, Raima Gautam's conservative
family usually marry off their women
early. Raima, however, has been given the
freedom to pursue studies. This is an ac-

Ameeta Mohan, principal
of Amity International Scho-
ol in Pushp Vihar, sald these
students are usually hard-
working because they under-
stand the background they
come from. “A few of them
struggle when they reach the
higher classes due to pro-
blems with comprehension
because they get no guidance
at home,” she observed. But
schools often offer the requi-
red additional help to such
students. As Rima C Aliwadl,

by her parents and grand-
parents of her excellent performance in
Amity Intemational School, Pushp Vihar.
“The money her father earns as a waiter
at Country Clubin Sainik Farms s enough
only fora govemment school educa-
tion. | see other children and realise the
difference of sending Raima to a private
school,” smiles 35-year-old Neeru Gautam,
her mother. Raima's younger sister also
studies as an EWS student at DPS International
School, Pushp Vihar.

Raima is clear about what she wants to achieve.
“Iwish to become an IAS officer,” she says. “My

father always tells me that if | am scoring 90%, then

DAKSH KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

he Class IX student of Ahlcon

International School, Mayur
Vihar, Phase-l, spends a ot of free
time in school in the sculpting
room, busy moulding the clay in
figures of gods and humans. “I don't
really have friends as such, so | use
my time making figurines in the
school's fine arts centre,” explains
the award-winning boy sculptor. His
sculpting teacher, Rakesh Ranjan
Dubey, spins it around and laughs
that Daksh has few friends because
he has been spending all his
free time in the sculpture room
since Class L.

HOW RIGHT TO STUDY IS
CHANGING THEIR LIVES

m’ SCHOOLS
I
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PROVIDE FREE
BOOKS AND
—_—
WHO COMES UNDER DISADVANTAGED CATEGORY

UNIFORM
Govt gives Rs 2,242

Children belongingtoSC,  ensures 25% reservation for | for students from
ST and OBC (non-crearmy children belonging to EWS/DG | nursery to Class V and
layen), children with special Admission held online. Rs 2,225 from Class VI
needs, orphans, transgenders,  parents can apply online on to Viil for books
children living with or affected  poE website. Online draw of Schools get an
by HV ots conducted centrally annual reimbursement

Right of Children for Free One can select any number | Of RS 1,100for a
and Compulsory Education ACt,  of schools within 6 km of student up to Class
2009, was implemented in2011  residence, but maximum 5

Article 12 (1) (C) of the At schools beyond 6km

WHO COMES UNDER EWS CATEGORY
A child whose parents' annual family income
from all sources s less than Rs 1 lakh

V and Rs 1,400 up to
Class Vil for uniforms

RIYA

ejected for being girls, Riya and her

house in New Moti Nagar, and her father
paid for the school transport of the two girls.

struggling with finances. “I have taken up a job

says 35year-old Rekha.

The two girls, the older a student
of Springdales School, Pusa Road and
the younger in Bal Bharti School, Pusa

1 should aim for 100% 5o | can end up getting 95%.
That is my motto.”

Money is not easy in the household. “We have
only bought Raima one set of uniform. In the sum-
mers | quickly wash her shirt after she comes home
from school,” shrugs Neeru.

situation and know that they are ina pri-
vate school under the EWS quota. “My
children understand the constraints and do not

1 give them,” says the grateful mother. The free

But after he died a few months ago, the family is
at Milan Cinema, where | get Rs 3,000 a month,”

+
Road, are aware of the family's financial | »

«demand anything. They are happy with the littie

Born to a family that has a hard time making
ends meet, after classes Daksh goes to the general
store where his mother works and relieves her for
acouple of hours.

Rajeev Kushwaha, a cab driver, usually retums
home late at night. “Daksh is a bright kid and
teachers always have good things to say about
him,” says the proud father. Proficient both in
academics and extracurricular activities, Daksh
is always grateful to his teachers, “who make me
feel comfortable and help me whenever | have
questions about lessons or other matters".

books and uniforms from school are a big help.
Riya isan A++ scorer inschool and a

already decided to opt for the science stream
once she reaches Class XI. “Every annual

day she returns home with a medal. She isa
prefect and student-in-charge of the library,"

Rekha.
‘The girl, who loves speaks fluently in
English, herself says, “Had | gone to a gov-
ernment school | don't think | would have been
able to read so many books. Roald Dahl is my
favourite author.”

principal of GD Goenka Pub-
lic School in Model Town, po-
inted out, “Whenever pa-
rents are receptive and un-
derstand, they also do somet-
hing to support our
commitment to quality edu-
cation for thechildren.”

‘The cab driver recollec-
ted, “When Daksh wasadmit-
ted I had applied to just four
schools, but now admission
1s given to students 1iving in
the vicinity of the school.”
He was told about the free se-
at by a neighbour. Similarly,
Rekha, a single mother
struggling to ensurea proper
1ife for her daughter, was in-

about the opportuni-
ty by a friend. Her daughter,
after two attempts, got into
Springdales School, Pusa Ro-
ad. Today there 1S an aware-
ness campalgn before the
school session every year,
and many families falling
under the category know of
the facility. Not surprisingly,
from the handful admitted
under this provision in 2010,
Delhi government received
1.5 lakh applications for the
48,000 seats on offer in the
2018-19 session In the city's
1,700 private schools.

Rekha, 35, whose younger
daughter 00 1s studying
under the Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS) quo-
ta at Bal Bhart1 School, Pusa
Road, s more optimistic now
of her daughters successful-
ly completing thelr school
education. But parents like
her haveonenigglestillatthe
back of their minds. As these
students were admitted un-
der RTE and since the law
provides education only till
Class VIII,apetition has been
pending in Delhi high court
seeking anamendment tothe
Act enabling the selected
children to finish their scho-
oling without having to with-
draw to government schools.
The court had sought the
response of the Centre and
the Delhi government.

‘The Unlon humanresour-
ce development ministry did
discuss extending RTE till
Class XII, but nothing has co-
me of it yet. The only amend-
menttotheRightof Children
to Freeand Compulsory Edu-
cation Act came earller this
year and empowered states
todetain students if they fal-
led




