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Schools go green, start waste audit

Times NEws NETwWORK

Kolkata: Students in various schools
across Kolkata and its adjacent dis-
tricts are being trained in waste audit
as part of the Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) project, which has been
undertaken jointly by the Center for En-
vironment Education (CEE) and Cal-
cutta Electricity Supply Corporation
(CESC).

The project that started in 2012 cov-
ers around 50 schools in Kolkata,
Hooghly and South 24 Parganas. Of
them, 30 are government schools where
many students have already been
taught the methods to audit and recycle
waste. Fifteen government schools are
located in KEolkata.

Taki House Boys" School, Hare
School and Scottish Church Collegiate
School are among the city schools
where the waste audit has begun.

“Themainobjectiveof theauditisto
reduce waste by imparting training to
the students, who are members of eco-
clubs in schools. They are taught to con-
duct waste audit, by which they would
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School and Scottish Church
Collegiate School are among
the city schools where the
waste audit has begun

be aware of how much paper, plastic
and food wastes are generated daily,”
said Reema Banerjee, programme di-
rector, CEE (easternregion).

Banerjee added, “The audit will
show each student how much waste is

being generated by them.”

Alongside waste auditing, the stu-
dents arealsotanght various ways tore-
duce it as well as recycle and reuse
waste papers. For instance, they make
greeting cards with such papers.

“They have set a target to reduce
waste by almost 10% next year,” said
Banerjee.

Thestudents arealsorecycling plas-
tic waste like pet bottles to make verti-
cal gardens where they produce vari-
ous herbs used for midday meals. Be-
sides, the schools have been provided
with kits to compost food waste.

The project makes the students
aware of reducing water wastage as
they have been taught water harvest-
ing. Under the project, several schools
have been using rain water for three
monthsforsanitation and cleaning pur-
poses.

“By auditing waste, we learn how to
minimizeit,” said a student.

Gauntam Sarkar, headmaster of Shy-
amsundar Children High School in
Bhadreshwar, said that the projectisal-
lowing students to imbibe good habits.



