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3 govt school students create portable voting system

; Aditi.R@timesgroup.com
i Chennai: Three students of a

: government school have crea-

. tedaportablebiometric voting
. system that can help peopleex-

i ercise their fundamental

| right, anytimeand anywhere.
i “This year’s election recor-

: of 67.11%. We want to ensure
i that the number is 100% and

i eventhoseliving in remote vil-
¢ lages and have trouble acces-

: sing polling booths cast their

i votes using this machine,” sa-
¢ id 14-year-old Pradeep Kumar,
i aClass X student at Pathipaga

NEWAGE NOUS: Students display the portable voting system

the system along with his se-
niors M V Jebin and P Jaya-
chandar. “We were brainstor-
ming on scientific inventions

that can help solve national is-
sues. We thought of child safe-
ty, women's safety, preserving
water and then when we were

following the elections, we ze-
roed in on this,” said Jebin, a
ClassXIstudent.

Unlike the traditional met-
hod, where voters have to car-
1y identity documents, in this
system they don’t have to. The
system will be linked with an
10T (internet of things) soft-
ware, which will in turn be fed
with the Aadhaar detafls of vo-
ters. All that a person has todo
is get his/her fingerprints and
retina scanned in the machine
and cast their vote. If they are
voting for the first time, the
machine will accept; if not, it
will show ‘already voted’. The
machine can be placed outside
any publicoffice, inany partof
the country and can be acces-

sed by voters who live in far off
places, but struggletogettothe
booths.

“This is hassle free and wo-
uld also stop duplication of vo-
tes,” sald Jayachandar, who
passed outof theschool thisye-
ar and is awaiting his MBBS
counselling.

“Since we began working
on this project six months ago,
1 didn’t want to leave it half
way. So, I kept coming back
even after passing out so we
can complete it,” hesaid.

S Rajasekaran, assistant
headmasterof theschool, prai-
sed the students. “It is their
hard work and passion, we ne-
ver knew they had so much ca-
pability,” hesaid.



