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Kerala, Chandigarh top NITl Aayog’s
school education quality index

IMPROVEMENT Among all categories, Odisha, Haryana and Assam witnessed maximum growth in rankings
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Keralaand Chandigarh emerged
as the top performers in the
school education quality index
(SEQI)ofallstatesand Union ter-
ritories, government think tank
NITI Aayog said on Monday.

Performance was judged on
the basis of several parameters,
suchaseducationoutcome, gov-
ernance, enrolment rate, lan-
guage and mathematics skills,
transitionrate, and drop-outrate,
amongothers.

Among large states, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Assam were thetop perform-
ers. Jharkhand, Bihar, Telen-
ganaand Uttar Pradesh were the
laggards. NITT Aayogconsidered
2016-17 as the reference year for
the index. West Bengal did not
participatein thesurvey.

Thedatawill be usedforincen-
tivizing statesin budgetary allo-
cations, said NITI Aayog chief
executive Amitabh Kant.

“Themeasurement of quality-

related education outcomes is
imperative for incentivizing
states and Union territories to
improve the performance of their
school systems,” the report
observes. Theinclusive develop-
menthingesuponensuringqual-
ity educationandimprovingedu-
cation outcome will augur well
forIndia’seconomy, Kant added.

School education secretary
Rina Raysaid education perform-

= Inclusive development hinges on quality education
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ancewillmakestateseligible for
additional grants.

NITIAayog said thestudy had
divided states intothree catego-
ries—large states, small states
and Union territories—for the
ease of mapping and reducing
uneven comparison among
regions and states.

“Amongthe20largestates, 18
improved their overall perform-
ance score between 2015-16 and

2016-17. The average improve-
ment in these 18 states was 8.6
percentage points, although
there was a lot of variation
around that average in terms of
thefastest and slowest improving
states. Due to this variation,
many states thatimproved their
overall performance score still
show a decline in rank,” the
school index report said.

For instance, Rajasthan
improved its overall perform-
ance score by more than eight
percentage points, but still
slipped in the ranking, because
Haryana, Assam, Uttar Pradesh
and Odisha improved theirover-
all performance scores by 18.5,
16.8, 13.7 and 12.4 percentage
points, respectively, outpacing
allothers.

Only Karnataka and Uttara-
khand performed poorlyinboth
their overall performance score
and rank between 2015-16 and
2016-17, itadded.

Among the eight small states,
fiveimproved their overallscore,
with Meghalaya, Nagaland and
Goa standing out by improving
by 14.1, 13.5 and 8.2 percentage

points, respectively.

All seven Union territories
which took part in the survey
showedanimprovementin their
overall performance score
between 2015-16 and 2016-17.

Amongall categories, Odisha,
Haryana and Assam witnessed
the maximum growth in their
rankings.

“Inclusive development hin-
gesuponensuringquality educa-
tion. Proper schooling prepares
individuals for social and civic
responsibility, builds social capi-
taland encourages effective cog-
nitive development,” Amitabh
Kantsaid.

The index was developed in
collaborations with the human
resource development ministry,
state governments, the World
Bank and sectoral experts.
India’seducationsectorisoneof
the largest in the world with
around 300 million children pur-
suingeducation in the country of
which alion’s share or over 250
million are in schools. India is
home to 1.4 million schools and
around 51,000 colleges and uni-
versities.



