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KSTA on a misson to revive 650 schools

Times NEwS NETWORK

Thiravananthapuram: Ke-
rala School Teachers' Asso-
clatlon (KSTA)willcommen-
ce a mission to revive 650
schools in the state with poor
pupil strength. The teachers’
association, the largest in
thefield, will prepare unique
plans to attract more stu-
dents to these schools where
theclassstrength isless than
10.

“It'snotthefirsttimethat
we are on such a mission. It's
after the success of last ye-
ar's drive in Malappuram,
with more than a dozen scho-
ols, that the association has
decided to revive more scho-
ols,” said KSTA general se-
cretary K C Harlkrishnan.

The scheme will be finali-
zed in consultation with PTA
and other stakeholders. The
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“The association will im-
prove the Infrastructure and
provide funding for the
same. Also, if a school requi-
res expert teachers in certa-
in subjects, we will arrange
for them to teach students on
the weekends,” Harikrish-
nan said. The assoclation
will be choosing four schools
each in every education sub-

district. The Immediate
objective of thedrive istoen-
sure that all these schools ha-
ve a class strength of at least
10.

The move assumes more
slgnificance since the recent
findings by the general edu-
cation department has cas-
ted doubts over the veracity
of the state government cla-
ims that the general educa-
tion protection mission
launched by the LDF govern-
ment was able to attract five
lakh more students to public
schools. According to thefin-

dings, the UID details of over
five lakh students, in govern-
ment, aided and recognized
unaided schools together,
was either unavailable or er-
roneous.

The department is not fa-
cing such discrepancies for
the first time. There were si-
milar findings in the past
and the government had
threatened to hold the school
headmasters responsible for
tampering with student
UIDs, based on which the go-
vernment calculates the
number of students in each
school. Asameasure toensu-
re the veracity of student
numbers, which the schools
had earlier shared with the
education department, the
government is learnt to have
decided to verify the student
strength by sending officials
toeach school.



