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NCERT Iooks to promote gender
equality, shun rote learning

Amandeep Shukla
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NEWDELHI: Valueslike gender
equality should beinstilledin
childrenstartingideally at
the pre-school levelandrote
learning shunned becauseit
impairs theirgrowth, accord-
ingtothe National Council
for Educational Research
and Training (NCERT).

The council, which lays
down the curricularframe-
work under which school
education is imparted across
the country, hasfor thefirst
time developed a pre-school
curriculum that will serveas
reference point for the teach-
ingofchildren atthe play-
school or nursery level before
they beginprimaryeduca-
tion. And the mantra that the
NCERT isemphasisingis
thatratherthan pushinga
formal system of teaching
thatstressesout achild, the
focus should be on fostering
creativityand curiosity.

Accordingtoacopyofthe
draft pre-school curriculum,
whichisset tobereleased
soon, a premature effort to
instil knowledgeina child or
teach herskills canactually
harm her ability todevelopa
positive attitude towards
learning. “Rotebased,
teacherdirected learning,
whichisdevoid of meaning-
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ful context with undue pres-
sureonthechild to performis
harmful,” saysthe draft cur-
riculum,a copyof which has
beenreviewedby HT.

The draft listsanumber of
stepstoinculcate gender
equality/ Equal respect,
attentionandopportunities
should be provided to both
girlsand boys, itsays. And
onlythosebooksor plays
should bechosen toteach
themthatare free of gender
bias. Usestories, songs, activ-
itiesand facilitation aids that
depict girlsand boys, includ-
ing some with special needs,
inthesameroles, it suggests.

Inthedraft, the NCERT
hasalsoturned its attention
tothetendency of schoolsto
thrust English on children.
“Starting children on reading
and writing without ensuring
their oral language base
resultsin childrenlearning
toread mechanically but

withoutmuch comprehen-
sion,” thedraftsays. It asks
schools tobe sensitive tothe
diverseneedsof students.

“The commercial interests
of'schools and theambitions
of parents often result in situ-
ations where children are
forced to undergo structured
formallearningin dulland
monotonousenvironments.
Thisis detrimental forthe
child...,” said a senior official
mvolved in the preparation of
thedraft.

“While pre-schoollearn-
ingisanareaofcrucial
importance, no comprehen-
sive curriculumthatcanact
as guidelinefor schools
acrossthe country hasbeen
there. This is thefirst time
thatthe NCERT has come up
with aframework forthem. It
isinadvancedstagesand
likely to be released soon,”
said a human resourcedevel-
opment ministry official.

“Thisisa well intentioned
initiative. Childrenlearn
morefromtheirenviron-
ment. Thereare value educa-
tion classes in schools. If the
rightkind of environmentis
missing, the child willnever
learn. Any policy thataimsto
createtherightambienceis
welcome,” said lawyer Kunal
Sharma, whose daughter
studies inakindergarten
basedin Noida.




