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Tribal students put PET boles to good use

, :mwﬁﬂﬁm

Build House
Using Discarded
Plastic Bottles

Jay.Pachchigar
@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: Chhota Udepur
district has a rather unenvi-
able record in the state bo-
ard’s HSC and SSC results.
But when it comes to educa-
ting people on plastic mena-
ce, students from this tribal
districtare taking thelead.
Close on the heels of the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi giving a clarion call to
ban single-use plastic, 8,500
students across the district
have collected polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) bottles

The boﬁls were collected by the students and also pmvlded by the
district administration under ‘Fill The Bottle' campaign

to build a plastic house over
the last two weeks. The bott-
les were collected by the stu-
dents by themselves and ma-
ny of them were even provi-
ded by the district admini-
stration under °‘Fill The

Bottle’ campaign.
Interestingly, the bottles
are filled with other plastic
waste like wrappers. The
campaign idea was floated
during a meeting of the dis-
trict administration to make

good use of wasteplasticbott-

les. “There wasan idea of ma-

king vertical gardens in all
schools of the district, butits
execution was a bit difficult.
Sowecameup with theidea of
makinga building using PET
bottles and involving stu-
dentsinthiscampaignsothat
they become aware and use
less plastic,” said deputy col-
lector Mayur Parmar.

Mansi Vankar, a class VII
student in Dhandhoda villa-
ge, said, “Our class teacher
asked us to collect waste. But
all my friends collected bott-
les and brought them to scho-
ol. We learnt how to keep our
surroundings clean and mi-
nimize use of plastic.”
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Students collected
8,500 PET bottles

» Continued from P1

ped in school heads
and through class tea-
chers they ran awareness
campaigns. Bottles of diffe-
rent sizes bought from scrap
dealers were distributed
among the students who al-
50 took the initiative to col-
lect bottles on thelir own.
The administration con-
sulted civil engineers who
gave a go ahead and the
construction work of this
bullding will be over in
three weeks. “This willbe a
symbolic plastic house and
from here we will initiate all
activities against single-use
plastic,” Parmar said. Some

r l “he administration ro-

bottles were fllled with sand
tostrengthen the structure.

“Students can visit the
building sothat they canun-
derstand the impact of their
work,” sald Sujal Mayatra,
district collector.

Inspired by the initlati-
ve, the Chhota Udepur Dis-
trict Rural Development
Agency (DRDA)1s also plan-
ning to use plastic bottles in
construction activities un-
der Mahatma Gandhi Natlo-
nal Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA)
scheme. Officials of DRDA
sald that they are already in
talks with civil engineers
and other technical experts
to make use of plastic bott-
les,



