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Govt initiative mentors 100 gifted students from rural areas

SruthySusanUllas@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: SarbhazKhan, 11, 1sa
Iive wire — he loves working with
circuits and everything related to
electrical equipment. He single-
handedly set up wiring at the fam-
1ly home in H Matakere, a hamlet
in Mysurudistrict, two years ago.

A government-supported ini-
tlative, National Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies (NIAS), being
trialled in Mysuru and Chamraj-
nagar districts 1S now mentoring
Sarbhaz, who studies in a public
school, and 99 other talented kids
from rural areas, helping them
make the mostof their potential.

NIAS, along with the state edu-
cation department, identified the
students, who are aged between 3
and 18, for the Gifted Education
Programme (GEP) and conducts
special workshops for them. The
candidates’ progress will be moni-
tored for fve years.

“According to studies, gifted
children are nominally distributed
across populations. There are 33

St

TALENT UNLIMITED: Progress of all students in the 3-18 age group, identified for the
Gifted
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KAUSALYA, Govemment

singing, drama and reading

things on her own

books. She has learned many
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CHANDRU, a student of
Government Higher Primary
School, Kollegal Taluk,
Chamarajanagar district
The first-generation leamer
is good in mathematics and
can solve problemsin afew
minutes. He has
even picked up
concepts
taught in
higher grades.

anguage is
also his strength

=

number of gifted children in the
ruralareas.”

There are plans to roll out GEP
in other states. The groundwork
for the pilot project in Karnataka
began {n 2016, when 1,000 teachers
were trained how to spot children
with remarkable skills. The teach-
er nomination behavioural rating
scale, which has 26 questions,
helped them identify special cog-
nitive, socio-emotional, moral and
ethical and physico-motive and ki-
naesthetictraits.

Some of the questions are: do
they question conventions, have
long attention spans and imagine

ical scenarios, and are

The son of a farmer, he is passionate about studying science.
The class 7 student’s academic performance has been average,

has created low-cost teaching-learning kits.

His experiments are funded through the
Rastriya Avishankar Abhiyan
RAMESH KJ, a student of Government Lower

Primary School, HD Kote taluk, Mysuru district

willbe
are inrural areas,” said Anitha Ku-
rup, headof the

in
6-18, and around 9.9 million, who
form the top 3 percentage, are con-
sidered gifted. Of these, 7.2 million

education programme. About 4.2
million gifted children, in rural
and urban areas, are girls.

“Unlike talented students in ur-
ban areas, students in rural regions
don’t get the right exposure or have
resources or opportunities to be
mentored and guided by experts,”

Kurup said, adding the new pro-
grammeaims to help this group.
She added: “There are traits
which distinguish them from the
city kids: they are more coopera-

tive than competitive and use re-
sources more frugally. Currently,
the GEP team Is using its identifl-
cation protocol to screen more stu-
dents to determine the actual

they perfectionists.

Over the next two years, teach-
ersnominated850outof 11akhstu-
dents. The NIAS team shortlisted
175 students; officials visited 159
villages to Interview these kids.
Finally, 100 were selected for the
programme.

The first three-day residential
workshop for the candidates was
held in 2018. The second, which
lasted for flve days, was organised
inJuly thisyear. The thirdmentor-
1ng session is scheduled for Janu-
ary 2020.



