PRINT-RICH VILLAGES/WARDS in CHHATTISGARH

In Chhattisgarh, under Padhai Tumhar Duar, lot of innovative practices were
evolved to make continuous learning of our students even during the pandemic. After
successfully implementing online classes, we gradually focussed on various models
of offline classes. One of which was mohalla classes run by volunteers in the
community given space and being mentored and monitored by our teachers. But due
to the spread of this deadly virus in remote areas, mohalla classes also got
suspended. Now the latest is to have print-rich village or ward which help students
as well as community get learning while moving in their locality. This is a good
example of connecting school learning with learning under literacy program.

Our teachers are well aware of print-rich environment in schools and they have done
good job to make the school surrounding a place to learn. Earlier days, only slogan
and quotations were written on the walls of schools. Now we have come out with a
set of learning ideas which they can learn from their school surroundings whether it
IS exposure to letters, numbers, month, math formulas, eclipses everything is
depicted in the four walls of schools to make students learn in a very informal way.

But now when the schools are closed and students can’t get the benefit of print-rich
environment available in schools, our teachers came out with the idea of print-rich
village or ward to make the students and community learn from these posts. The first
of its type was seen in Bagbahra Block of Mahasamund district where a teacher Mr.
Rinkle Bagga painted different learning materials on the village walls with their due
permission. A few teachers came out with this idea and started writing on their walls.

In order to popularize this concept, State Project Office released a special issue
focusing on this concept, minute details and guidelines. Some suggestions were also
given and in order to involve subject-specific Professional Learning Communities
and State Literacy Mission, they were asked to develop and design the suggestive
content which could help their stakeholders to learn new things during school
lockdown. Budget of Rs. 1500/- was also released in two instalments from media
and community mobilization fund.

Community is also coming forward to support this initiative and in many places,
they are contributing. To popularize this concept, state is planning to have
competitions and ranking based on number of items/ concepts depicted on the wall,
community involvement and contribution, use by stakeholders and their learning etc.
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Angana Ma Shiksha

(An educational trail program for the children of 3 to 6 years of age group)

Recently, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was announced by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (soon to be called the Ministry of Education). The policy is aimed at
transforming the Indian education system to meet the needs of the 21st Century.

The new policy seeks rectification of poor literacy and numeracy outcomes associated with
primary schools, reduction in dropout levels in middle and secondary schools and adoption of
the multi-disciplinary approach in the higher education system.

In adopting a 5+3+3+4 model for school education starting at the age of 3, the policy recognizes
the primacy of the formative years from ages 3 to 8 in shaping a child’s future. The children under
the age group of 1 to 6 years are supposed to get growth and expansion in the field of school
academics as preschoolers. To afford the holistic development akin to cognitive, social,
expressive and interacting skills or in general the development of the kids counting with a variety
of maturity and knowledge in a childlike considerable, emotional, exciting, mental, ethical, fine
motor, gross motor, verbal communication, education, admiring, response etc. with other
individuality build up at this phase.

The children who could not do anything after joining the school this year, needs to be focused
the most as we all know that by 2022, the New Education Policy will reach the school-level where
the initial 5 classes will be at the primary level, which will include 3 years of Anganwadi and Std.
1 and 2. That is, in the initial times, a lot of effort will have to be made to strengthen the
foundation of children.

With this idea, considering the need for
preparation and assistance for this age group,
many self-motivated female school teachers
proposed to help the children to prepare for
school. To support these teachers, Pratham
Education Foundation and Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan rolled out a partnership program Angana

—




Ma Shiksha as a pilot to prepare such children for their school with the help of their mothers in
450 villages. Children spend most of their time with their mothers at home, the plan was to train
the mothers on building strong foundational skills at home using easily available resources. In the
month of February , 246 teachers were trained and the training is still running with more
teachers, and furthermore these teachers will be responsible for training the mothers on the
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community level and the mothers will do the learning activities with their children at home. After
the successful implementation of this pilot, the program is proposed to be implemented across
the state with the joint efforts of Women and Child Development, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan and
Pratham.

In this program, the children are being assessed in front of their mothers and the mothers will be
provided with some learning materials and an orientation on how to conduct various learning
activities with their children at home and they are being given a support card at the end so that
they could know their children’s level. After one

month, the same children will be re-assessed in | g & ] &ied
front of their mothers and the support cards are - ‘;“aﬁm&aa*A
marked again as per the new levels of their - '
children, through which the mothers could s ot 00 g
clearly see and understand the impact of the »% -
activities in which she has been involved with
the children. After this, the mothers will certify
their own children for their learning
improvements. Through these activities, the
children could learn about a lot of basic skills
such as differentiating objects, colour
recognition, being neat and tidy, talking without
hesitation, basic numeracy and literacy skills

etc.




The first phase of the training is done in all the divisions across the state and as an explosive
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debut, it has already been conducted in about 400 villages.
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